
TIMESTRIP™  
One Hour Indicator � 

The Convenient Visual Monitoring Aide  
With a quick glance personnel can quickly identify an endoscope that is close to exceeding the one hour 
time requirement and prioritize cleaning, helping to avoid the need for suboptimal extended soaks.

IMPROVES workflow efficiency by easily identifying 
and prioritizing endoscopes approaching maximum allotted 
time between bedside pretreatment and manual clean. 

REDUCES the risk of inefficient reprocessing methods 
and instances of delayed reprocessing times.

If the endoscope is not immediately cleaned after each 
procedure, residual organic debris will begin to solidify and 
it may be difficult to effectively reprocess the endoscope.

SUPPORTS best practice trends for enhanced 
tracking and monitoring protocols, and complies with 
endoscope manufacturer recommendations and societal 
guidelines of one hour to transition from procedure 
room to manual clean sink.

M
anual Clean

 
 

  │ Medical Systems U.S.A., Inc. – Endoscopy Division 

 
February 14, 2013 
 
Re: Delayed Reprocessing 
 
Dear Healthcare Professional,  
 
In response to your inquiry, FUJIFILM Medical Systems U.S.A., Inc., Endoscopy Division does not 
support “delayed reprocessing procedures” for Fujinon/Fujifilm endoscopes. Consistent with various 
reprocessing guidelines, our official recommendation is that Fujinon/Fujifilm endoscopes should be 
reprocessed immediately after each procedure to better ensure that adherent patient material does not dry 
and harden onto instrument surfaces and internal channels which could potentially render subsequent 
reprocessing procedures ineffective. 
 
Delayed cleaning can allow patient material to adhere and solidify, particularly on surfaces (ex. internal 
channels) which are not brushed. Incompletely reprocessed instruments can remain contaminated and 
microbial proliferation and/or biofilm formation may occur within channel lumens over extended time 
periods including overnight or on weekends.  It is our current opinion that such delayed reprocessing 
practices can pose infection risks.   
 
It should be recognized that supported by validation studies written manual reprocessing instructions are 
described in Fujinon/Fujifilm Operation Manuals.  If an AER is utilized, end users should contact their 
respective AER OEM to confirm their specific reprocessing claims and instructions for the automated 
reprocessing of instruments which have not been reprocessed immediately after use.   
 
For example, Advanced Sterilization Products (ASP) states in their EvoTech User Guide (Ref 99902) that 
“It is recommended that endoscopes be reprocessed in the EvoTech System within 1 hour after the 
initial patient procedure.” Citing examples of specific exclusionary patient conditions, the same 
EvoTech User Guide notes that the “EvoTech Wash Cycle is not validated for cleaning lower GI 
endoscopes used for patients who have not undergone bowel preparation or who have ingested Olestra 
prior to the procedure.”  This example relates solely to ASP and it is important to note that each AER will 
have its own reprocessing claims and instructions. Therefore, please also note that even if “special” 
delayed manual reprocessing recommendations were to be provided by a scope OEM, ultimately for 
automated reprocessing, one must check with the AER manufacturer as to their specific product claims 
and instructions.  As illustrated above, certain AERs may not support the automated reprocessing of 
instruments under specific circumstances (ex. more than 1 hour after a procedure) or patient conditions 
(ex. no prep/poorly prepped or extremely bloody/emergency procedures). 
 
Given the complex myriad of end user environments, patient conditions, individual practices and the 
variety of AERs in the market, we recommend that Fujinon/Fujifilm endoscopes be reprocessed 
immediately after clinical use. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
FUJIFILM Medical Systems U.S.A., Inc. 
 
 
 
          
                                CDS-121012-1.00A 

Endoscopy Division 
10 High Point Drive Wayne, New Jersey 07470 

OLYMPUS AMERICA INC                                                                                                                           OLYMPUS CANADA
3500 Corporate Parkway                                                                                                                                                                     25 Leek Crescent
Center Valley, PA 18034                                                                                                                                                              Richmond Hill, Ontario
Telephone: (484) 896-5000                                                                                                                                                                 L4B 4B3, Canada
www.olympusamerica.com                                                                                                                                                Telephone: 1 (800) 387-0437
                                                                                                                                                                                                www.olympuscanada.com

Olympus has performed cleaning validation studies that included a one-hour delay between
precleaning and manual cleaning, and between manual cleaning and high-level disinfection or
OER-Pro reprocessing. Precleaning should always be performed at bedside immediately after 
the patient procedure according to the instructions provided in the endoscope manual.

Following precleaning, the endoscope should be transported to the decontamination area to 
undergo leakage testing, manual cleaning, and high-level disinfection or sterilization. In the 
event that there is more than a one-hour delay between precleaning and manual cleaning, or 
manual cleaning and OER-Pro reprocessing or high-level disinfection, the endoscope should 
be reprocessed according to the instructions in the appropriate Instructions for 
Use/Reprocessing Manual provided by Olympus. 

The Olympus manuals state the maximum amount of time to allow the endoscope to soak in 
the detergent solution until the debris is loosened. Do not immerse the endoscope in the 
detergent for more than the time indicated in the manual. In order to avoid unnecessary long-
term submersions, Olympus recommends that the facility develop a process to track the time 
from the end of the patient procedure to initiation of the precleaning process and also from the 
completion of precleaning to initiation of manual cleaning in order to determine whether the 
extended soak procedure should be utilized.

Also, please note that when determining how long of an extended soak to perform for a 
flexible endoscope, if debris has loosened on the external surface of endoscope, then the 
conditions on the inside of the channels should be same as on the surface since the channels 
are manually filled with detergent solution. Therefore, if the debris on the external surface is 
confirmed to have been loosened by visual inspection, then the appropriate soak time has been 
achieved.

See below for the maximum amount of time Olympus endoscopes can be left to soak in 
detergent solution during the Presoaking/Delayed Reprocessing procedure. This information 
can also be found in each endoscope’s reprocessing manual. “	In the event that there is more than a one-hour 

delay between precleaning and manual cleaning…”

OLYMPUS ENDOSCOPY DIVISION
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Activate TIMESTRIP™ One Hour Indicator by pressing the 
activation button. The time indicator signifies the product is  
“ON” after activation. Once activated, the indicator window fills 
with dye, showing the elapsed time. 
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Part Number Description

100060 TIMESTRIP™ One Hour Indicator (100 strips per box) 

Consult Your Sales Representative ENDO CARRY-ON™ Procedure Kits,  
CLEANASCOPE™ and CLEANASCOPE™ Advantage Storage and Transport Systems,  
CLEANASCOPE™ and CLEANASCOPE™ Advantage Liners 

TIMESTRIP™ is a trademark of TIMESTRIP UK Limited. CLEANASCOPE™ is a trademark of Cantel (UK) Limited. 
ENDO CARRY-ON™ is a trademark of Medivators Inc. 

www.medivators.com

TO PLACE AN ORDER 
p: 1.800.328.3340 (customer service)  f: 1.800.686.8493  e: custserv@medivators.com

© 2019 Medivators Inc. P/N 50098-1667

MEDIVATORS IS NOW CANTEL

HOW IT WORKS

Immediately after completing the bedside 
pretreatment, press button to activate TIMESTRIP.

Document user information and the time bedside 
pretreatment was completed.

Peel and stick TIMESTRIP One Hour Indicator on  
the CLEANASCOPE™ Liner to be monitored.

Transport the CLEANASCOPE Tray with Liner 
containing the endoscope, or device, to the manual 
cleaning sink and perform manual cleaning prior to 
dye completely filling white windows. 

If the dye completely fills the white window prior  
to cleaning, be sure to document the time lapse, 
then follow the manufacturer’s recommendations  
for delayed reprocessing.  

One Hour


